
Prairiewood 2021 Handbook

Welcome to the Prairiewood community! This Handbook is designed to provide you with
important information about the Prairiewood Forest & Farm School programs offered

through St. Francis of the Woods. We feel honored to join with your family in this learning
adventure, and are excited to deepen our connections to each other and our natural

surroundings throughout our seasons together!

**Make sure to read through this Handbook and return the waiver on the final page to
LoriAnn@stfrancisofthewoods.org before your class begins**
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Logistical Information
Calendar
Clover Patch Kids (ages 2-10)

Each Winter, we offer an 8 week Clover Patch Kids class on Thursdays.

Each Spring and Fall, we offer a 12 week Clover Patch Kids class on Thursdays.

Wild Wanderers (ages 8-14)

Each Winter, we offer an 8 week Wild Wanderers class on Fridays.

Each Spring and Fall, we offer a 10 week Wild Wanderers class on Fridays.

Magic Academy (ages 8-14)

Each Summer, we offer two 6 week Prairiewood Magic Academy classes; you can enroll
for Thursdays or Fridays.

You can find the exact dates for each program, along with their tuition costs, at
www.stfrancisofthewoods.org/school.

Directions
All classes meet at the Prairiewood Forest Classroom on the grounds of St. Francis of the Woods.
To find us, you’ll enter the St. Francis of the Woods driveway from Highway 33 (at 11414 W,
OK-33, Coyle, OK 73027 ), then pass a group of buildings, a basketball court with parking on your
left, and come to a library parking area also on your left.

● We open the classroom at 11am. You are welcome to arrive earlier and explore the trails
or visit the duck pond together! For drop-off classes, make sure to sign-in your child on
the attendance form, and ensure that a Mentor is aware of their presence before you
leave.

● For drop-off programs, please pick up your child promptly at 2 pm. You are welcome to
continue to enjoy the grounds with your student, but the program ends at 2pm and each
child must be signed out by an adult listed on the Agreement & Waiver form. An adult
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must accompany each child on their walk to and from their car before and after program
sessions.

● For Clover Patch Kids, where you’ll stay with the class and participate, please park at the
library and take a little walk to the classroom (follow the stone path between the library
and chapel, then make your way past the chicken coop to the Prairiewood Forest
Classroom. There is enough space for a few cars to park closer to the classroom entrance
if you arrive late or if you need a shorter walk on a rougher morning :-)

● For drop-off classes (Wild Wanderers and Magic Academy), you are welcome to walk the
trails, visit the duck pond, and wear a mask inside designated buildings while your
students are in class. You can drop your child off at the Prairiewood entrance (continue on
the driveway past the library parking and turn in on the left just past the chicken coop
and shop) and then park at the basketball court or library while the class is in session.
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Program Details & Learning Culture

Emergent Curriculum
Our programs draw inspiration from educational philosophies including the Scandinavian forest
school model, inquiry-based learning, nature-connected mentoring, and place-based education.

Mentors develop each week’s learning invitations based on the changing seasons, the Natural
Learning Cycle, and the expressed interests of students. Older youth are guided to take
ownership for their learning and work as a team with Mentors to decide on the activities,
challenges, and play opportunities that are most engaging to them, so our emergent curriculum
constantly develops in response to our weekly interactions. Mentors model using observation
skills to deepen our connection to the natural world.

Read more about the Wild Wanderers Emergent Curriculum on our blog.

Contact Info
Being present with our youth is our number one priority during our programs. Before your first
class begins, you will receive a text from Remind asking you to opt-in to receiving texts.
Please save the phone number, and in case of emergency (or if you’re running late), reply to it
with a clear text. E-mail to LoriAnn@stfrancisofthewoods.org is a good way to reach out with
less urgent matters between sessions. We do not check or answer email during programs.
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Gear List
We enjoy our outdoor space in all safe weather, so make sure to be prepared with comfortable
gear! Long, loose-fitting layers and a comfortable backpack with the essentials (but no extra
weight) will be safest and most comfortable in every season.

To wear every day:

❏ Long loose layers* ❏ Close-toed shoes/boots** ❏ Long socks*** ❏ Hat

❏ Sunscreen ❏ Insect Repellent

* In cold weather, pack extra layers including a warm hat and mittens, and when possible
choose fleece, wool, or polyester which warm better than cotton. Pajamas make an
excellent base layer!
In hot weather, quick-dry hiking pants or even long rash guard pants/swim leggings are
more comfortable than jeans (and safer than shorts or capris due to snakes, ticks, briars).

** Sturdy shoes (not flip-flops or other open shoes) are essential due to snakes and other
unlikely but dangerous hazards in our area.

*** Minimize insect bites and poison ivy exposure by tucking pants into socks.

To bring every day:

❏ Backpack (for 3 hour
programs choose comfy,
not string, straps)

❏ Full water bottle (or
Camelbak-style bladder)

❏ Lunch (peanut-free, easy
to eat on trail)

❏ Optional: Field guide, found nature

On wet days:

❏ Rain jacket and water
resistant/quick drying
pants (not jeans)

❏ Shoes that can get wet
(rain boots are ideal)

❏ Waterproof bag with extra
socks and gloves (if cold)

We recommend writing names on backpacks, extra clothing, food containers, etc. There is a Lost
& Found box under the bench just inside the Learning Center door.

Consider choosing reusable containers or pouches for lunch and snacks to help teach
sustainability.
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Don’t Bring:

Please do not bring other items such as toys, electronics, books, or tools (including knives)
from home. We will supply all necessary materials for the whole group, and other items can be a
distraction. If your child would like to share a found nature item or relevant field guide, they can
bring it to share during our opening or to use along the trail. We ask that devices like cell phones
be left off during our sessions -- you can use the contact info above if there is an emergency.

A note about Naturalists, Explorers, & Dirt

We will sit on clay earth, splash in muddy puddles, and get up close to decomposing logs. Please
dress your child in clothes that you won’t mind getting dirty -- consider setting aside a “Forest
School Outfit” and giving special permission for it to get wet, stained, etc.

If you’re concerned about mess after the session (especially likely on wet/muddy days!), we
suggest bringing a dry change of clothes and keeping something waterproof in the car, like a
trash bag or tarp, for transporting muddy gear home after sessions.
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Cultural Values and Behavior Expectations

We work to develop social-emotional intelligence by establishing a caring and cooperative
community culture. There are certain behaviors that are unacceptable at our program which can
be summarized with our guiding principle: Care & Connect. We do not expect that unsafe
behaviors will occur, but hold our expectations very firmly:

• Participants shall not display violent, harmful or abusive behavior at the program, whether
it is directed at other participants, staff, the public, the grounds and wildlife, or themselves.

• Participants shall follow the safety guidelines of Mentors, including boundaries established
to protect humans and wildlife.

• Participants shall engage in one-on-one or community discussions when any Mentor calls a
meeting to address hurtful behaviors such as hitting, grabbing, pushing, name-calling, or
aggressiveness. Should the behavior in question not shift in a timely manner, the parent will
be asked to take the child home.

As part of participation, students agree to abide by these expectations. If any youth exhibits a
behavior of concern on more than one occasion, we will ask their parent/guardian to help them
understand the guidelines and expectations, and to plan for positive change. In the unlikely
event that such a behavior continues despite collaborative efforts, that individual may be
required to leave the program.
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Policies

Cancellations

While we intend to be out in most weather conditions, we will not put your safety at risk when
roads or parking lots are dangerous. We follow Coyle Public Schools’ lead with regard to
weather-related cancellations. If public school is canceled, our session that day will most likely
be rescheduled as well. If schools are delayed, we may also reschedule.

Other cancellations may be necessary if the weather is not conducive to safe outdoor
adventuring, such as tornado risk, or if road conditions are forecast to be dangerous.

If there is a need to cancel a session, whether or not public schools have closed, each family
will receive a message by 9:00 a.m. using the texting program we ask you to opt-in to before
class begins. We will reschedule for weather cancellations at the end of the season or, if early in
the season, during the “week off” that usually takes place in the middle of the season.

If you know that your child will be absent, please text to let us know. If for some reason your
child cannot attend a class, we’re unable to reimburse you for that missed day.

If a program is cancelled due to low enrollment, this is the only instance where your tuition will
be fully refunded.

Communication

Clear communication is extremely important to us. If you have any questions about the program,
curriculum, or anything else, please contact us. Personal information such as a child not eating
breakfast that morning, having a rough week, not getting enough sleep, etc. is helpful for us to
know and is best communicated verbally at drop-off. If anything major occurs in your child’s life
(such as divorce, death in the family, etc.) please try to contact us by text by the day before class.
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Illness

To control the spread of illness, anyone with vomiting, diarrhea, and/or fever should not attend
until having been symptom free, without medication, for 24 hours. Should a child become ill
during a session, a parent/guardian will be contacted to pick up the sick child promptly.  If the
first contact cannot be reached immediately, staff will call the next emergency contact to arrange
pick-up.

Safety

We take safety very seriously. We follow our risk assessment plan in all our routines and
activities, and practicing these protocols with our group is an integral part of our curriculum,
which cultivates important lifelong skills and the tools necessary for resilience, self-sufficiency,
and confidence in the wilderness.

For Clover Patch Kids, a first aid kit is kept stocked and available for parents/guardians to use in
the case of a minor injury.

For Wild Wanderers and Magic Academy, every class carries a wilderness first aid kit and at least
one Mentor with certification in Wilderness First Aid, CPR, and Pediatric CPR.
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) will be notified of any notable but minor injuries at pickup. In the unlikely
case of a major injury, we will call 911 and the emergency contact on your file, and will apply
basic first aid until medical help arrives.

We recommend following CDC guidelines for preventing tickborne disease, including checking
for ticks after sessions and wearing the clothing recommended in the Gear List section included
in this handbook.
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Prairiewood School 2021 Waiver & Release
Information
Parent/Guardian name: ______________________________________________ Relationship: _______________________________

Student’s Name: __________________________________________________________ Date of Birth: __________________________

Known allergies or dietary restrictions: ____________________________________________________________________________

Anything else you’d like us to know: _______________________________________________________________________________
(Please attach an emergency care plan if there is more pertinent information than fits above.)

The following person is also authorized to be contacted in case of illness, accident or emergency:
Emergency contact: __________________________________________ (name, relationship) at _____________________ (cell)

Payment Authorization
I authorize St. Francis of the Woods’ third party payment service provider (PayPal) to immediately charge my account in full.
I understand that, regardless of my student(s)’ attendance, refunds are made only if a program is cancelled due to low
enrollment. If I dispute any valid charges, I will be liable for paying any Dispute Fees we are charged by my bank/PayPal.
Please initial: I have read and agree to the Payment Authorization:  ________

Medical Authorization
In the event of an emergency or non-emergency situation requiring medical treatment, I hereby grant permission for any
and all medical attention to be administered to my child, until such time as I can be contacted. This permission includes,
but is not limited to, the administration of medical treatments and/or procedures deemed necessary under the
recommendation of qualified medical personnel. I understand that class staff is trained in first aid but cannot administer
advanced medical treatment, therefore in the case of an emergency, staff will call 911. I will assume all responsibility for
payment(s) of medical treatment. St. Francis of the Woods, and staff, participants, and associates will not be responsible for
any medical costs.
Please initial: I have read and agree to the Medical Authorization:  ________

Liability Waiver
I am aware that many risks are inherent in outdoor activities, and that some of these risks cannot be eliminated. I
understand that these risks can cause injury, illness or death to my Child or damage to my Child’s belongings. I knowingly
and freely assume all risks and hazards for myself and on behalf of my dependent, and agree that the St. Francis of the
Woods Parties (owners, board of directors, employees, staff, participants, associates, volunteers) will not be liable for any
damages or injuries that I or my dependent or our property may suffer as a result of participation in the activities. I agree
that none of us will make any claim against or sue St. Francis of the Woods, or their Parties, whether such claims arise from
the negligence of the Parties or otherwise, and that each of us will indemnify and hold harmless all such Parties from and
against any such claims. If any portion of this Waiver & Release is held invalid, the remainder shall continue in full legal
force and effect. My child is in good physical health, I will provide appropriate clothing for the weather and environmental
conditions, and I have read and agree to the written provisions, policies, rules, and regulations in the Handbook and on
StFrancisOfTheWoods.org.
Parent/Legal Guardian signature: _________________________________________________________________date:_______
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