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T H E  B L E S S I N G  O F  H O M E S



T R I S AG I O N  P R AY E R S  
Bell is rung for a moment of silence. 
Officiant begins and the people respond. 

+ Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father, and of the Son,  
and of the Holy Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  
 Amen.  

 Glory to You, O Creator, glory to You. 

 O Heavenly Grace, the Comforter, Spirit of Truth, You are in all places 
and fill all things; Treasury of Good Things and Giver of Life: come and 
dwell in us and cleanse us from every stain, and save us, O Gracious 
One. 

 + Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal: have mercy on us. (x3) 

 All-holy Trinity, have mercy on us. Release us from our illusions of  
separation. Pardon our iniquities. Holy One, visit and heal our 
infirmities for Your Name’s sake.  

 Lord, have mercy. (x3) 

 + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Beloved Creator, grant to this place the grace of your presence, that 
Your love may be known to those who work or frequent this place; be 
their constant companion as they journey, and welcome them upon 
their return, so that coming and going they may be sustained by Your 
presence, O Christ our God. Amen.  

 1



B L E S S I N G  O F  T H E  C H A L K  

Loving God, bless this chalk which you have created, that it may be 
helpful to your people; and grant that through the invocation of your 
most Holy Name that we who use it in faith to write upon the door of 
our homes the names of your holy ones Caspar, Melchior, and 
Balthazar, may receive health of body and protection of soul for all 
who dwell in or visit our home; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

C H A L K I N G  O F  T H E  D O O R  

The lintel above the doorway of each dwelling is inscribed 
 2 0 + C + M + B + 21 
representing the year and the Latin phrase:  
Christus Mansionem Benedicat (Christ bless this dwelling). 

B L E S S I N G  O F  T H E  W AT E R   

The Lord be with you.  
  And also with you.  
 Let us pray. (Silence)

O God, hear the prayers of your people as we celebrate our creation 
and redemption. Hear our prayers and bless this water which gives 
fruitfulness to the fields, and refreshment and cleansing to your 
creation.  
You chose water to show your goodness when you led your people to 
freedom through the Red Sea and satisfied their thirst in the desert 
with water from the rock. Water was the symbol used by the prophets 
to foretell your covenant. You made the water of baptism holy by 
Christ's baptism in the Jordan: by it you give us a new birth and renew 
us in holiness.  
Be present here now by the descent of the Holy Spirit, and sanctify this 
water. + Give it the blessing of Jordan. Make it a fountain of 
incorruption, a gift of sanctification, a remission of sin, a protection 
against disease, a destruction of evil. And may it be for those who will 
partake of it, for the cleansing of soul and body.  Amen.  
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P R O C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N   

This Pretty Planet  
This pretty planet spinning through space, 
Your garden, Your harbor,  
Your holy place, 
Golden sun going down, 
Gentle blue giant spin us around. 
All through the night, safe 'til the morning light. 

T H E  B L E S S I N G  O F  S O J O U R N E R  C A B I N    

The Entrance  
Reader  

Behold, I stand at the door and knock, says the Lord. If you hear my 
voice and open the door, I will come into the house, and eat with you, 
and you with me. Revelation 3:20 
The Creator shall watch over your going out and your coming in: 
 From this time forth for evermore.  
Let us Pray.  
Creator of the Universe, grant to this home the grace of your presence, 
that you may be known to the inhabitant of this dwelling, be their 
constant companion as they journey, and welcome them upon their 
return, so that coming and going they may be sustained by your 
presence, O Christ our God. Amen.  

A  P O E M     
The Sanctuary, a Poem by St. Catherine of Siena  

It could be said that God’s foot is so vast 
That this entire earth is but a 

field on Her 
toe, 

and all the forests in this world 
came from the same root of just 

a single hair 
of Hers. 

What then is not a sanctuary? 
Where can I not kneel 
and pray at a shrine 
made holy by Her 

presence? 
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The Kitchen  
Reader 

The living God gave you from heaven rain and fruitful season, satisfying 
your hearts with food and gladness. Acts 14:17 
God brings forth food from the earth, and wine to gladden our hearts: 
 Oil to make a cheerful countenance,  
 and bread to strengthen the heart.  
Let us Pray.  
Blessed are you, O God, Creator of the Universe, for you give us food 
and drink to sustain our lives: Make us grateful for all your mercies, 
and mindful of the needs of others; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

T H E  B L E S S I N G  O F  S T.  F R A N C I S  C A B I N  

The Living Room   
Reader 

Oh, how good and pleasant it is, when God’s people live together in 
unity. Psalm 133:1 

Above everything, love one another earnestly: 
 for love throws a veil over a multitude of faults. 
Let us Pray.  
Give your blessing, Creator, to all who share this space, that they may 
be knit together in fellowship here on earth, and joined with the 
communion of your saints in heaven; through Christ our God. Amen. 

A  P O E M     
He Asked for Charity, a Poem by St. Francis of Assisi  

God came to my house and asked for charity. 
And I fell on my knees and  

cried,  ‘Beloved, 
what may I  

give?’ 
‘Just love,’ He said. 

‘Just love.’ 
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The Kitchen  
Reader 
You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the Name of  the 
Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. Joel 2:26

The eyes of all wait upon you, O Creator:  
 And you give them their food in due season. 
Let us Pray.  
O Creator our God, you supply every need of ours according to your 
great riches:  Bless the hands that work in this place, and give us 
grateful hearts for daily bread; through Christ our Lord.  
 Amen. 

For the Patron of this House 
Most high, omnipotent, good Lord, grant your people grace to 
renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, following the way of 
blessed Francis, we may for love of you delight in your whole creation 
with perfectness of joy; through Christ our God, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and ever and unto ages of 
ages. Amen. 

T H E  B L E S S I N G  O F  T H E  U P P E R  R O O M   
The Entry  
Reader 

The living God gave you from heaven rain and fruitful season, satisfying 
your hearts with food and gladness. Acts 14:17 
God brings forth food from the earth, and wine to gladden our hearts: 
 Oil to make a cheerful countenance,  
 and bread to strengthen the heart.  
Let us Pray.  
Blessed are you, O God, Creator of the Universe, for you give us food 
and drink to sustain our lives: Make us grateful for all your mercies, 
and mindful of the needs of others; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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A  P O E M     
What Is Grace, a Poem by San Juan de la Cruz  (St. John of the Cross) 

‘What is grace’ I asked God. 
And He said, 

‘All that happens.’ 
Then He added, when I looked perplexed, 

‘Could not lovers 
say that every moment in their Beloved’s arms 

was grace? 
Existence is my arms, 

though I well understand how one can turn 
away from 

me 
until the heart has  

wisdom.’ 
The Main Room  
Reader  

Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping, that awake we may 
watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
I lie down and go to sleep: 
 I wake again, because the Spirit in my breath.  
Let us Pray.  
O God of life and love, the true rest of your people: Sanctify to your 
servants their hours of rest and refreshment, their sleeping and their 
waking; and grant that, strengthened by the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit, they may rise to serve you all the days of their life; through 
Christ our God. Amen.  

T H E  B L E S S I N G  O F  T H E  L E A R N I N G  C E N T E R  
Reader 

Do not neglect to show hospitality, for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares. Hebrews 13:2 

Open our homes to each other without complaining: 
 Use the gifts you have received from God for the good of others.  

Let us Pray.  
Loving God, you have taught us to welcome one another as Christ 
welcomed us: Bless those who from time to time share the hospitality 
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of this space. May your faithful care shield them, your love preserve 
them, and your guidance keep them in the way that leads to life, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

P R O C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N   

This Pretty Planet  
This pretty planet spinning through space, 
Your garden, Your harbor,  
Your holy place, 
Golden sun going down, 
Gentle blue giant spin us around. 
All through the night, safe 'til the morning light. 

T H E  B L E S S I N G  O F  T H E  L I B R A R Y  
Reader 

Teach us, O Lord, where wisdom is to be found, and show us the place 
of understanding. Proverbs 3:19 

Seek the Creator, and you will find God: 
 Search for God with all your heart and with all your soul.  

Let us Pray.  
O God of truth, eternal ground of all that is, beyond space and time 
yet within them, transcending all things yet pervading them: Show 
yourself to us, for we go about in ignorance; reveal yourself to us, for it 
is you that we seek, O Triune God, Source, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

T H E  B L E S S I N G  O F  T H E  S T.  F R A N C I S  C H A P E L  
Reader 

Let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.  
 Exodus 25:8 

Lift up your hands in the holy place:  
 And bless the Lord. 

Let us Pray.  
Almighty God, from you comes every good prayer, and you pour out 
on those who desire it the spirit of grace and supplication: Deliver 
your children when they draw near to you in this place from coldness 
of heart and wanderings of mind, that with steadfast thoughts and 
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kindled affections they may worship you in spirit and in truth; through 
Christ our God. Amen. 

T H E  G O S P E L  

A Reading from the holy Gospel according to St. Luke 18:35-43 
 Glory to You, O Christ, Glory to You! 
As he approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside 
begging. When he heard a crowd going by, he asked what was 
happening. They told him, ‘Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.’ Then he 
shouted, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Those who were in 
front sternly ordered him to be quiet; but he shouted even more 
loudly, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ Jesus stood still and ordered 
the man to be brought to him; and when he came near, he asked him, 
‘What do you want me to do for you?’ He said, ‘Lord, let me see again.’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Receive your sight; your faith has saved you.’ 
Immediately he regained his sight and followed him, glorifying God; 
and all the people, when they saw it, praised God. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
 Glory to You, O Christ, Glory to You! 

P R O C E S S I O N A L  H Y M N   

This Pretty Planet  
This pretty planet spinning through space, 
Your garden, Your harbor,  
Your holy place, 
Golden sun going down, 
Gentle blue giant spin us around. 
All through the night, safe 'til the morning light. 

T H E  B L E S S I N G  O F  T H E  M A N S E   

God shall watch over your going out and your coming in. 
 From this time forth for ever more. 

Let us Pray.  
O God of and Source of the Indwelling Christ, the Light of the nations 
and the Glory of your people, bless all who visit in this place. May it be 
for them a place of peace and health, that they may rejoice in the gifts 
and graces you have bestowed upon them and dedicate their talents 
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for the good of those for whom your Christ came and gave his life, and 
who lives and reigns now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

T H E  B L E S S I N G  O F  O A K E R H AT E R  C H A P E L  
Reader 

Let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.  
 Exodus 25:8 

Lift up your hands in the holy place:  
 And bless the Lord. 

Let us Pray.  
Almighty God, from you comes every good prayer, and you pour out 
on those who desire it the spirit of grace and supplication: Deliver 
your children when they draw near to you in this place from coldness 
of heart and wanderings of mind, that with steadfast thoughts and 
kindled affections they may worship you in spirit and in truth; through 
Christ our God. Amen. 

For the Patron of this House 
O God of unsearchable wisdom and infinite mercy, you chose a 
captive warrior, David Oakerhater, to be your servant, and sent him to 
be a missionary to his own people, and to exercise the office of a 
deacon among them: Liberate us, who commemorate him today, from 
bondage to self, and empower us for service to you and to the 
neighbors you have given us; through Jesus Christ, the captain of our 
salvation; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

F I N A L  B L E S S I N G    

The effect of righteousness will be peace, and the result of 
righteousness tranquility and trust for ever. My people will abide in 
secure dwellings and in quiet resting places. Isaiah 32:17-18 

Unless the Lord builds the house:  
 Their labor is in vain who build it. 
Let us pray. (Silence) 
Visit, O Creator, this place with the gladness of Your presence. Bless all 
who live and visit here with the gift of Your love; and grant that they 
may manifest Your love to each other and to all whose lives they touch. 
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May they grow in grace and in knowledge and in love of You; guide, 
comfort, and strengthen them; and preserve them in peace, now and 
ever and unto ages of ages. Amen. 

H Y M N  T O  T H E  T H E O T O K O S  

Sung to the tune You Are My Sunshine  
All of creation rejoices in you,  
 Theotokos, full of grace, 
Hallowed Temple, Holy Mother  
 Ranks of Angels sing your praise.  

God of the ages became incarnate,  
 and made your womb as vast as space. 

Now all creation rejoices in you,  
 Theotokos, full of grace. 

T H E  P E A C E      

Christ is in our midst.  
 He is and ever shall be.  
Peace be with you. 
 And also with you.  

The people greet one another with a sign of peace.  

T H E  L O R D ’ S  P R AY E R   

And now, as Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer,  
 Life-giver, source of all that is and that shall be,  
Father and Mother of us all. Loving God, in whom is heaven. 
The hallowing of Your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of Your justice be followed by the peoples of the earth! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!  
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom  
 sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us.  
 In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, spare us.   
 From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  
For You reign in the glory of the power that is love,  
 now and ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen.  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B E N E D I C T I O N  

Cover us with the shelter of your wings, and drive away from us every 
foe and adversary. Grant peace to our lives, O Lord. Pour out your 
loving kindness upon us and upon your world, for you are good and 
love humankind.  
+ Glory to the Source, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,  
 now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.  
Kyrie eleison. (x3)  
May he who rose from the dead, Christ our true God, through the prayers of 
his immaculate Mother; of Saint Francis, Saint Clare, Saint Oakerhater, Saint 
Xenia - Deaconess of Rome, Saint Xenia the Holy Fool of St. Petersburg, and 
of all the saints; have mercy on us and save us, for he is good and loves 
humankind. Amen. 

St. Clare’s Blessing (cir. 1220 CE) 
Live without fear: our Creator has made us holy,  

 has always protected us,  
 and loves us as a mother.  

Let us go in peace to follow the good road  
 and may God’s blessing be with us always.  Amen.   

D I S M I S S A L  

Go in peace to love and serve. 
 Thanks be to God. 

Scripture: New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the  
National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA. 

Poems: poetseers.org, Love Poems from God: by Daniel Ladinsky © 1999. 

stfrancisofthewoods.org 11414 W. Hwy 33 . Coyle, OK 73027 405.466.3774


